320         SIXTY YEARS IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

one personage to whom the gratitude of mankind is due for
the discovery of the new world. Nor do we enter into any
inquiry as to the manner of man that Columbus was on the
moral side of his character. We know that he was an en-
thusiast, that he was richly endowed with the practical virtues
of patience, of perseverance, of continuing fortitude under
difficulties, and we know that neither Spain, nor the Church,
nor Pinzon the ship-builder and capitalist, nor all of them
together would have made the discovery when it was made.
To Columbus they were essential, but without Columbus they
were nothing.

To the wide domain of history may be left the inquiry as
to the truth of his visit to Iceland in the preceding decade,
his knowledge of the expeditions of the Scandinavian voy-
agers to Greenland and the coasts of New England in the
tenth and eleventh centuries, and his theories or beliefs con-
cerning the spherical figure of the earth.

Whatever might have happened previous to the voyage
from Palos, and whatever might have been the extent of
Columbus' knowledge, the discovery of America for the pur-
poses of settlement and civilization, was made by Columbus
himself at eight o'clock in the evening of October u, O. S.
when he saw the shimmer of fire on the Island of San Salva-
dor. That fact being established, the fact of the existence of
land near by was established also. The sight of land at three
o'clock the next morning was not the discovery; it was evi-
dence only of the reality of the discovery made by Columbus
the evening before.

In these four hundred years the empires that Spain founded
in the New World have slipped from her grasp; the church
has lost its temporal power, but the fame of Columbus has
spread more and more widely and his claims to the gratitude
of mankind have been recognized more generally.

At the end of each coming century, and for many centuries,